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1 . I HAVE JUST RETURNED FROM A MORNING CALL ON FOREIGN MINISTER 
BRUNO RAKOTOMAVO WHICH WAS SET UP YESTERDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 26. 
SETTING UP OF THIS APPOINTMENT 29 MONTHS AFTER MY ARRIVAL COULD 
BE A RESULT OF ANY COMBINATION OF THE FOLLOWING: (A) PASSAGE 

OF TIME, (B) DESPATCH OF SECRETARY’S LETTER (REFTEL), (C) 

MY INFORMING FOREIGN MINISTRY BY LETTER OF IMPENDING CHIEFS OF 
MISSION CONFERENCE IN ABIDJAN AND OF MY READINESS TO DISCUSS 
ANY SUBJECT OF INTEREST TO THE DRM BOTH BEFORE OR AFTER THE 
CONFERENCE, AND (D) REQUEST MADE THROUGH FOREIGN MINISTRY FOR 
APPOINTMENTS WITH MINISTERS OF JUSTICE AND INTERIOR (REFTEL). 

2. WHATEVER THE BACKGROUND, OUR TALK STARTED QUITE SLOWLY WITH 
THE MINISTER QUITE RESERVED AND SOMEWHAT DEFENSIVE ABOUT THE 
DELAY IN SEEING ME. HE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THE SECRETARY'S 
LETTER CONCERNING MY APPOINTMENT AND EXPLAINED THAT HIS 
PRESENCE AT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES, HIS RESPONSIBILITIES 
REGARDING ELECTORAL COMAPIGN, STREAM OF VISITORS, AND 
BACKLOG OF APPOINTMENT REQUESTS HAD DELAYED OUR MEETING. 

3. MINISTER THEN WENT INTO SYSTEMATIC EXPLANATION OF DRM 
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POLICIES AND PLANS IN INTERNAL, ADMINISTRATIVE AND FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. HE STRESSED NEED TO DEVELOP COASTAL REGIONS TO 
BALANCE FAVORED TREATMENT PREVIOUSLY ACCORDING HIGHLANDS; 
DIFFICULT JOB AHEAD OF EDUCATING POPULATION AND OFFICIALS 
ON DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITIES BETWEEN LOCALLY-ELECTED 
BODIES AND CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION; AND DEDICATION OF DRM 
TO THE ATTAINMENT OF A NEW ECONOMIC ORDER. HE SAID DRM 
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WANTED TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONS WITH EVERY COUNTRY AND THERE 
WAS NO REASON IT COULD NOT DO SO WITH THE US. HE PROCLAIMED 
HIMSELF READY TO COOPERATE WITH ME ON THE "AMELIORATION 
AND REINFORCEMENT" OF OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

4. I REPLIED TO MINISTER THAT I SHARED HIS WISHES AND 
WAS READY TO COOPERATE WITH HIM IN THIS ENDEAVOUR. I 
TOLD HIM I WOULD BE GOING TO THE COM CONFERENCE IN ABIDJAN 
AND WAS AT HIS DISPOSAL AT ANY TIME TO DISCUSS THAT OR 
OTHER SUBJECTS. ON PARTING HE SAID HE WOULD PROBABLY BE 
CALLING ON ME ON OCCASION FOR INFORMATION ON VARIOUS ISSUES 
ON WHICH WE MIGHT BE BETTER INFORMED THAN DRM. 

5. ALTHOUGH STIFF AND EVEN SURLY AT FIRST, MINISTER 
GRADUALLY RELAXED DURING CONVERSATION AND SAW ME OFF AT 
THE DOOR WITH A BIG SMILE FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS.BARRETT 
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